This series seeks to publish the best work in this growing and increasingly important field of academic inquiry. Its scholarly monographs cover three types of work: (i) exploration of the intellectual impact of individual thinkers, from key disciplinary figures to neglected ones; (ii) examination of the origin, evolution, and contemporary relevance of specific schools or traditions of international thought; and (iii) analysis of the evolution of particular ideas and concepts in the field. Both classical (pre-1919) and modern
Over the past few years, this journey has brought me to places I would have never dreamed to be and, it opened new horizons for me that would have otherwise remained closed. And now, it is time to thank all these people who have accompanied me throughout or in part, who conversed with me, helping to sharpen my arguments, or who simply showed support for and interest in my work.
First and foremost, I want to thank Hartmut Behr and Ian O'Flynn. No doubt, without their generous, sympathetic support, I would have not been able to bring this journey to an end. I am still humbled and thankful when I think back to the countless meetings we had and to their challenging questions that encouraged me to formulate and to transcend my own thoughts. They helped me in laying an intellectual foundation from which I will benefit for the rest of my life. In a recently televised interview, Georg Ringsgwandl, a well-known Bavarian folk musician, argued that you need mentors to grow intellectually and as a person, as they can introduce you to artistic and intellectual worlds that otherwise might have remained closed to you.
1 Hartmut and Ian are such mentors. Their supervision is for me a role model that I hope to achieve one day with my own students. I am also thankful to the Politics Department at Newcastle University, United Kingdom, and its faculty
